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   P.O. Box 1915

   Portland, OR  97207 

   (503) 243-1332
E-mail: contact@nwskiers.org

Web Site:   www.nwskiers.org

December 30, 2003

VIA E-mail and

First Class Mail
Randall Shepard, District Ranger 

10237 Highway 12 

Naches, WA   98937 

Re:
White Pass Ski Area Expansion Proposal - 2003 

Dear Mr. Shepard:  


I am the Director of Communications and Public Affairs for the Northwest Ski Club Council, an organization representing 37 ski and ski/snowboard clubs, 23 in Oregon and 14 in the state of Washington.  We represent approximately 10,000 snowsports enthusiasts, including alpine and cross-country skiers, as well as snowboarders.  


I write this letter on behalf of our member skiers and snowboarders, who are typically part of the “silent majority,” and would rather ski/board than concern themselves with writing letters.  I have been involved with NWSCC since its inception as the Portland Area Ski Club Council in 1979, and since that time have had input into every ski area master plan proposal on Mt. Hood, as well as Department of Transportation plans for highway development and improvement in Oregon.  I have also had input on proposals at Crystal Mountain. Washington, and now wish to provide my input on the proposals for improvements at White Pass.  

Personally, I also feel especially qualified to speak on behalf of the skiers because I am an avid advanced skier, and have skied at over 50 ski areas throughout the United States and Canada over a thirty-five year period, so I have a basis for comparison of their amenities with those of the (local( ski areas.  White Pass is one of the areas where I have skied, on several trips with my ski club a number of years ago.  A number of NWSCC clubs have taken trips to White Pass in the past, and I am sure that some of our club members will be skiing White Pass this year and in the future.  We found some of the ski runs to be very challenging, and sometimes the intermediates 

would find themselves on a steeper run than they intended to be on.  Some of this is due to the cliff line that runs through the middle of the ski area.  Looking at the proposed expansion area, it looks like perfect terrain to complement the existing ski area with excellent intermediate terrain.  It would also relieve congestion at some of the trails that lead around the cliffs for the beginners and intermediates to get down to the base area. 


White Pass has been seeking to expand into the Hogback area since 1984, when 800 acres in this area were set aside specifically for ski development.  Twice the Forest Service has approved expansion into this area, and twice appeals and lawsuits have derailed the project.  White Pass has been working since 1998 to come up with the current proposal for developing two new chairlifts in the Hogback Basin area, a mid-mountain lodge, and expanded parking in the base area to enhance their guests’ on-mountain experience.  One of the purposes of the National Forests is recreation, and ski areas are an important part of that purpose.  The National Forests offer vast expanses for those seeking a wilderness experience; the minute portion devoted to ski areas is meant to be used for recreation and to be accessible for many people.  


Since I last visited White Pass, some lodging options have been added across the highway from the ski area, and it has grown its skier/boarder visits greatly - 36% over the past four years.  This leads to crowding at the base area and on some of the runs which makes for a less than ideal experience for its guests.  I do remember that the base lodge was overcrowded when I was there years ago.  I understand that the base day lodge has recently been expanded, but the addition of a mid-mountain day lodge would enable the guests to spread out more and also to be able to stay in the Hogback Basin area without the necessity to have everyone at the entire ski area descend upon the base lodge at mealtimes and for bathroom and hot drink breaks.  The proposed day lodge would have spectacular views, would make the guests’ visit more enjoyable, and is a necessary part of the proposed improvements.  


The proposed trails in the Hogback Basin area are of the “gladed” type, following natural openings with minimal tree removal proposed (only 15 acres), rather than broad “boulevards.”  This type of terrain, combined with the more quiet, backcountry feel of the area, and potential spectacular views of Mt. Rainier from a different angle than usually seen, will give White Pass a unique experience for skiers and snowboarders.  It is an area that is ideally suited for families to enjoy skiing and boarding together.  The terrain is higher, which will enable White Pass to open earlier in the season and to weather the occasional “thaws” that hit our Northwest ski areas at lower elevations, sometimes with devastating results to the lower elevation ski areas (witness the winter of 2002-03).  


In order to continue growing guest visits, it is vital that White Pass be allowed to expand both its lift and lodge facilities.  Most skiers and boarders who have experienced the enhancements at modern ski areas are reluctant to “go backwards” and visit areas which have only a few lifts with associated crowding at the bottom of the lifts.  At present some of White Pass’ ski runs are narrow and moderately steep, and sometimes the only way down for beginners and intermediates is a cat track.  The proposed expansion would add a great deal of novice and intermediate terrain in an area that has very desirable long runs.  All of the proposals would add to the enjoyment of families, individuals and groups visiting the area.  


Ski areas are good for the local economies and provide steady jobs at a time of year which might otherwise have very few jobs available in the region.  They complement the summer activities in beautiful mountain areas which people of all ages like to visit.  White Pass is in an area which can draw visitors from a wide variety of metropolitan areas; it is the closest Washington ski area to Portland, and has easy access from Northwestern and Eastern Washington as well.  The proposed improvements would give it additional appeal and enable it to remain competitive in the industry.  


We urge you to consider the views of the group that has the most interest in the best possible winter recreation experience at White Pass:  the skiers and the snowboarders.  They are active people who love the outdoors, in winter as well as in summer.  Our member clubs have skied at White Pass in the past, and will do so in the future.  


Thank you for your consideration.  






Sincerely,






/s/ Linda A. McGavin





Linda A. McGavin 






Director of Communications and Public Affairs 

cc:
Mr. Kevin McCarthy, White Pass Ski Area 


Linda Goodman, Kimberly Bown, Mike Heilman, U.S. Forest Service, Portland, OR


Margaret Hartzell, Forest Plan Revision Team, Okanogan, WA 


Mr. Scott Kaden, Pacific Northwest Ski Areas Association, Hood River, OR 


REPRESENTING NORTHWEST SKIERS SINCE 1979

